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1. Summary 
 

1.1 This report asks Members to note the Committee’s interim response to the Mayor’s housing 

covenant consultation – “Making the private sector work for Londoners”. 

 

 

2. Recommendations 
 

1.2 That Members note the interim response to the Mayor’s housing covenant consultation – 

“Making the private sector work for Londoners” attached as Appendix 1 to this report. 

 

 

3. Background 
 

3.1 On 13 December 2012 the Mayor published his proposals for improving London’s private rented 

housing.  It highlights the importance of private renting to London’s economy and housing market, 

and recognises that more consistent standards are required. The proposals include a new London 

Rental Standard, measures to boost custom-built private rented homes, and a pilot to trial longer 

tenancies for families.   

 

3.2 The consultation document can be found here:  

http://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Housing-Covenan-Making-the-PRS-work-for-

Londoners.pdf and the consultation closed on 15 February 2013.  

 

 

4. Issues for Consideration 
 

4.1 On 15 February the Chair, in consultation with Party Group Lead Members, submitted an interim 

response to the Mayor’s proposals to improve London’s private rented sector.  This is attached as 

Appendix 1 to this report. 

 

4.2 The Committee welcomed the publication of proposals for improving this sector as it now plays such 

a vital role in housing Londoners and highlighted its support for making sure the sector offers higher 

standards of decency, security and affordability. 

http://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Housing-Covenan-Making-the-PRS-work-for-Londoners.pdf
http://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Housing-Covenan-Making-the-PRS-work-for-Londoners.pdf


        

 

 

4.3 The response is an interim one, pending the publication of the Committee’s report into the private 

rented sector as this report will contain a number of recommendations aimed at contributing to 

improving the sector.  The Committee requested that the Mayor also take the forthcoming report’s 

conclusions and recommendations into account as part of this consultation. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended is this report.  
 
 

6. Financial Implications 
 
6.1 There are no direct GLA financial implications arising from this report.  Financial implications for 

individual programme of work in 2012/13 will be dealt with separately in reports to the Committee 
as and when the Committee is required to make relevant decisions.   

 
 

 

List of appendices to this report:  Appendix 1 – Housing and Regeneration Committee response to the 

Mayor’s proposals to improve London’s private rented sector 

 

 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
List of Background Papers:  There are none. 

 

Contact Officer: Paul Watling, Scrutiny Manager 

 

Telephone: 020 7983 4393 

 

E-mail: paul.watling@london.gov.uk  

 

  
 
 
 
 

mailto:paul.watling@london.gov.uk

